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The Newsletter -  an apology 

	First, and most importantly, a sincere apology for the fact that there has not been a newsletter since last September – but there has not been any cricket since then I hear you cry. 
	Those of you with long memories will have noticed/remembered that the newsletter did appear during the Winter months in past years, albeit on alternative months, just to keep in touch  and because  cricket does continue during the dark nights – we play indoor cricket and come the New Year, Winter Nets occur and we have the likes of AGMs and end of season dinners 
	Your editor has no excuses and asks for forgiveness. 

The future of the newsletter itself 

	The winter months have given me the chance to reflect on whether or not we even want/need a newsletter and I have come to the conclusion that ‘Yes’ it is important, it gives everyone the opportunity to have their say and, perhaps most importantly of all, it promotes the Club to a wider audience – strangely I get as many contributions from non OWCC members than from within our own ranks! 
	However, I have no doubt there is something wrong and the reason is simple and obvious – the editor has passed his sell by date and needs replacing.
	It worked with the Football Club, which is now illustrated, contains important links or, to put it simply, has now recognised the 21st century, which the cricket version has failed to do, so if you would like to transform the cricket version, then I would be delighted to hear from you 

Fund-raising  
	As ever fund-raising is an important part of our season and our annual and ever popular Quiz will take place on Friday April 12th with the ever reliable Blod providing the questions, so get your teams together for a fun evening and your chance to show off your all-round knowledge and make some money for the Club at the same time  	And one fund-raising function has already been completed when we again participated in the Alf Parish Memorial Darts match at Selhurst Park and, although we did not win any silverware, we  did return home with £145 to add to our coffers.
	Many thanks to Josh Frampton, Dan Simpson and Syd and Stan Sherlock for representing the Cricket Club so admirably and to Barrie and Jacquie Frampton and Dave Welch for their vociferous support 

REALLY IMPORTANT:  EVERYONE SHOULD BE AT THE CLUB ON SATURDAY APRIL 13TH FROM 10-00 A.M. TO HELP WITH THE ESSENTIAL JOBS WE NEED TO COMPLETE AS WE PREPARE FOR THE 2024 CRICKET SEASON 

	

			Who to contact and how
Life President:	Ian Pilgrim 					0208 402 1668
			Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 		Denise Pilgrim 				0208 402 1668 
			Email: 
Chairman		Dave Welch 					07528  691488 (Mobile) 
			Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 		Clive Peckover  
			Email: 
Colts Chairperson: 	 Barrie Frampton 
			Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 
Club Captain: 		Doug Forbes 					07768 713795 (Mobile) 
			Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 
Secretary:		Mike Pike					020 8659 6443 (H)		
			Email:  HYPERLINK "mailto:owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk" owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer:   Emma Travers                                             07801 036002	(Mobile) 					Email: emma.travers@lanview.co.uk
	Treasurer:	Andy Spedding 				07973 847469 (Mobile)
			Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk
 Fixtures Secretary: 	Dave Welch  -  as  above 				 
			
Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Doug  Forbes -  as above 		 			 
Skippers:
 1st  XI			Jon Rodda 	
Email: 	jonathanrodda@msn.com	 
2nd Xl			Kenny Maxwell  Email: 						 3rd Xl: 			Howard Abbett 	 			Email: 	howard.abbett@ntlworld.com					
4th XI			Neil Treacher 
			Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk			07956513331 (Mobile) 
 5th XI			Dan Harris  			Email:  dbgharris@gmail.com				 
			 
Sunday Development:  Shehan Sivaranjan 
			 
T20			Jon Rodda -  as above 
Websites
Kent Cricket League Website:  HYPERLINK "http://www.kcl.uk.net" www.kcl.uk.net
Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians:  HYPERLINK "http://www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com" www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League:  HYPERLINK "http://Kentjumior.play-cricket.com" http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website  HYPERLINK "http://www.OldWilsonains.com" www.OldWilsonians.com

NB:  Will all of the above please check that I have their details correct and let me know if not – as you can see, there are some details I am not aware of! 



Award Winners for the 2023 season 
Ken Sawyer trophy (1st Xl Player of the season) 				Michael Mitchell Graham Watts trophy (2nd Xl Player of the season) 				David Pilgrim  3rd Xl Player of the season 							Andy Ifill  Brian Morley trophy (4th Xl player of the season) 				Jack Shelton  5th Xl Player of season 					No award – insufficient games played  Sunday Development Player of the season 					Ollie Willis  Sunday Social Player of the season 				No award   - insufficient games played  Wicket-keeper of the year 							Not awarded  Young Player of the season 							Dan Nicholls  Most improved player of the season 						Lawrence Wilson  Ist Xl Champagne moment 							Jon Rodda  Club Champagne moment 							Dan Harris  Pikey’s People award 							Margo Lawrence  Club Person of the season 							Doug Forbes  1st Xl Cap(s) 									Dan Nichols 	

OWCC Colts Award Winners 
At the end of every season we recognise the achievements of our colts and in 2022 our award winners were
	U15A Player of the Season
	Jack Delay

	U15A Most Improved Player
	Marcus Bole

	U15B Player of the Season
	Jake Stratford

	U15B Most Improved Player
	Monty Tupman

	U13A Player of the Season
	Oscar Rushton

	U13A Most Improved Player
	Jack Stone

	U13B Player of the Season
	Luke Makin

	U13B Most Improved Player
	Joe Picardo

	U11A Player of the Season
	Noah Doherty

	U11A Most Improved Player
	Henry Ruskin

	U11B Player of the Season
	Joe Love

	U11B Most Improved Player
	Raf Skillicorn

	Colt of the Season
	Max Ruskin

	Outstanding Performance of the Season
	Flynn Davies 

	Colts Person of the Season
	Doug Forbes

	District Representation - U10 Bromley Bulldogs
	Gregory Smith

	District Representation - U11 Bromley Bulldogs
	Noah Doherty

	District Representation - U13 Bromley Bulldogs
	George Castle, Oscar Rushton, Max Ruskin

	District Representation - U14 Bromley Bulldogs
	Jack Delay, Eoin Matthews, Louis Trace

	Jack Petchy Award Winners
	Max Ruskin, Marcus Bole, Lawrence Wilson



Thank you Margo and welcome Denise 
	Our AGM was (reasonably) well attended and the big news is that Margo Lawrence has stood down as our President to be replaced by Denise Pilgrim.  	Margo was also our Safe-guarding officer, with Emma Travers stepping into those important shoes. 	Whilst welcoming Denise and Emma to their respective positions, words cannot express the debt of gratitude we owe to Margo for her leadership qualities and conscientious approach to everything she did and the out-standing ways in which she accomplished so much.  	Many thanks Margo – we really appreciate all of your hard work and are delighted to know that you will be continuing to work with the Dynamoes, the most embryonic section of our Club 
Cricket and the Archers 
	Margo – see above – became our first ever female President and we are confident that Denise will be a worthy successor.  	However, when it comes to breaking through the glass ceiling we cannot compare with Ambridge Cricket Club, home of ‘The Archers’, who elected Tracey Horrbin as their skipper last year and have now elected Linda Snell as their Chair – can we expect the OWCC to follow suit in the not too distant future?

Refurbishment of the Clubhouse 

	By the time cricket resumes at Hayes - on May 11th  -  the refurbishment of the Clubhouse will be coming towards the end of its second week; the work is due to commence on April 29th  and will continue for about six weeks. 	This will mean some disruption and some alternatives will be put in place – e.g. a temporary bar. Access to the changing rooms will not be affected and cricket matches will go ahead as normal, but we apologise for any inconvenience caused and ask you, in particular, to explain the situation to our opponents and welcome them in the true and much admired Old Wilsonian way. 

Good luck and thanks, Mitch 

	As reported at the end of last season, the 1st Xl’s final game of 2023 was made up entirely of players who graduated through our colts section and led by Michael Mitchell 	‘Mitch’s’ enthusiasm, natural talent and (extremely) long team talks saw him take the side to the second tier of Kent League cricket, where we acquitted ourselves well only to be relegated on the last day of the season  - ‘Mitch’  also took as to a T20 Cup Final  	One day we hope to regain our place in the hierarchy and, indeed, go one step further and welcome Premier Division cricket  to Hayes but, in the meantime, ‘Mitch’ wants to test himself at that level and has joined Bickley Park in order to play at the highest level the league can offer  	We wish him well, confident in the knowledge that he will rise to, and conquer, the challenge and become an even better player as a consequence  	Good luck ‘Mitch’ and thanks to your massive contribution to the OWCC. Jon Rodda now takes over as 1st Xl skipper, another graduate of our Colts section and our Head Coach  

Email to the Editor – and, yes, someone has written to me  
Dear Mike 
	Thank you for the minutes – of the AGM 	  They have proved to be very interesting, and I am so proud two of my ex-Scouts (Peckover and Forbes.D) are still taking an active part in the Club.   	Also delighted that Denise is to be the new President.  My good wishes go to all concerned and to Margo for all her good work.   							Jill Forbes 

REALLY IMPORTANT:  EVERYONE SHOULD BE AT THE CLUB ON SATURDAY APRIL 13TH FROM 10-00 A.M. TO HELP WITH THE ESSENTIAL JOBS WE NEED TO COMPLETE AS WE PREPARE FOR THE 2024 CRICKET SEASON 




Thank you for the minutes.  They have proved to be very interesting, and I am so proud two of my ex-Scouts (Peckover and Forbes) are still taking an active part in the Club.  Also delighted that Denise is to be the new President.  My good wishes go to all concerned and to Margo for all her good work.
Jill				
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